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Letter from the CATE
Dear CATESOL Family,

It has been a year since | shared my first Presi-
dent ds message with vy
am deeply grateful for the opportunities to
work with CATESOL members and leader-
ship. This past year has been filled with
growth and countless moments of apprecia-
tion.
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Feature Article

Conference Debrief
Last month, CATESOL welcomed a new Feature Focus
Board of Directors and our President-Elect, -
Dr. Popal. | want to extend my heartfelt CATESOL Ed Foundation
thanks to our 202382024 board members for their contributions and CATESOL Journal:
warmly welcome the 202482025 board as we continue our journey to-
gether.

New Theme Issue and Call for
Submissions & More

The CATESOL 2024 State Conference, Empowering Voices: Bridging Member Submissions:

Communities through Civic Learning and Digital Literacies, was a tre- . : .
. ) Articles on a Variety of Topics

mendous success! Being surrounded by many passionate colleagues and

mentors at CATESOL 2024 gave me renewed hope and encouragement [RZaSN=SIOIRPI0PE Y fo];) (SI(<]a (W0 L (SS{EI1E

as we enter 2025 with uncertainty. A huge thank-you goes to the Confer- tations 8 Call for Submission

ence Committee members, volunteers, presenters, attendees, Sponsors, eI NI=ceIMN i a Ve e s

exhibitors, and advertisers who made the event possible. | am excited to for Articles

share that since September 2024, we have welcomed 120 new members

to CATESOL.

And Many More Articles & Info .

(Cont.)



Letter from the CATESOL President cont.- H

Lastly, I am thrilled for the CATESOL Education
ward to strengthening our partnership as we continue our shared mission of serving TESOL pro-
fessionals and educators.

As we reflect on 2024 and step into 2025 with a commitment to serving our students and communi-
ties, | want you to know that CATESOL is ready to serve you and your needs.

| wish you a joyful holiday season and a happy New Yeatr!
Sincerely,

Song Hong, CATESOL President 20232025

Words from the Editor

Kara Mac Donald

The Feature is a recap of the 2024 CATESOL State Conference, followed by the Focus Feature about

the CATESOL Education Foundation, who they are and what they do and more. The issue has an

update on the CATESOL Journal, with the publication of the most recent Special Theme issue, a call

for general issue submissions opening in January 2025 and other information. We have a CIRFIG

report that follows, with a TOP -IG and RW-IG report later in the issue. We also have a LGBTQ+IG

report from a student. There is the repeat publication of a member update from the CATESOL

News|l etter editors on the newsletterds health de
growth possible with their interest in sharing content on a variety of topics and in varying formats.

Another short piece by the editors on the recently added alternative format for the CATESOL Blog

Monthly Book Reviews to make it more accessible for members that are not yet familiar with doing
standard book review and can submit a short summary and why they liked the text. The Teachers

as Language Leaners column has a article on the authors experiences as learners. We have a short
Oteaserd submission from a member who attended F
insight into her experiences and excitement to share more in an article in the March issue. We have

a second Member Submission addressing tips for technology use in the classroom. There is another
article for Language Teachers as Language Lear ne
rin Chinese student. Although the newsletter is directly and indirectly classroom instruction, there

I's an article on O0Activities of the Classroomd
submission in the Teacher Trainer series on classroom observation. We have an ad on CATESOL
Community of Transformative Circles, which may be of interest to many.

This issue, again, offers a variety of content for all members to find something of interest to them.
We, as editors, hope you have a wonderful

holiday season and find some down time to The CATESOL Newsletter
browse and/or read this issue of the newslet- | = Call For Submissions
ter.

Hear ye! Hear ye! All ye scribes!

N . s sions
Happy Holidays from Kara Mac Donald and The Newsletter is 2 ‘°“"“:f§“§$?fgbmz§5
Amy Small, and the new copy layout proof o R
reader, Siyi (Lois) Gao.

J3)3ISMIN TOS3ILVYO

www.catesol.org

CATESOL NEWSLETTER




Featuren CATESOL 2024 State Conferenced Debrief Letter from the
Conference Chair and CATESOL President

Bahiyyih Hardacre, Conference Chair and Song Hong, CATESOL President

Last month we came together for the CATESOL 2024 State Conference at California State Universi-

ty Los Angel es. T hHEmpowsgriaga/oices: Bridding Goenmuniies thmugh Civic
Learning and Digital Literacies. o6 We felt this v
interest of our members and conference attendees. We had positive confirmation that it was indeed the cas
during the conference attendees kept approaching us to tell us how much they enjoyed the plenary talks an
sessions they had attended.

We brought to you plenary speakers who are leading voices in their fields. Dr. Antero Garcia, an
associate professor of Education at $Shifgf Rdtumr& Uni
Heal : Buil ding Justice from Wi thin Our Classroon
classrooms for justieeentered learning. Building on examples ranging from youth literacy practices on pub-
lic school buses to ethical storytelling activities with immigrant communities, Dr. Garcia offered examples fol
educators and the necessary questions that must guide our field.

Dr. Uju Anya, an associate professor of Second Language Acquisition at Carnegie Mellon, in her
presentatiThe ®Afrlodet averse as Bl ack Placemaking
her current project, AfroMetaverse, which illustrates the applicability of critical race pedagogy for world lan-
guage teaching (CRPWLT) and addresses Austin anc
address the history of harm against Afrodescendants in language study by centering the experiences and s
cess of Black students to inform curriculum, instruction, policy, and teacher training for racial justice in
TESOL and multilingual education. I n her tal k, s
timeline, collaborations with international partners in racial justice and global education, and prospects for
empirical research to assess the impact of engaging in this site of Black placemaking.

Dr. Mark Warschauer, a distinguished professor of Education at University of California at Irvine,

in his preseAlt aitn ofedcond eldanguage Educati on: Gr a
that Generative Al stands as one of the most powerful technologies of communication that the world has ye
seen, but one that is especially challenging to harness, especially in second language learning contexts. Hi:
presentation discussed approaches to incorporate generative Al in second language classrooms that can st
cessfully foster writing skills, language development, and critical Al literacy for academic and career succes
He shared with us his current project at UCI called PapyrusAl, which is an educational tool his team devel-
oped to help students with their writing and Al literacy by allowing them to learn to engineer their prompts
and fine tune their writing assignments.

We were also proud to showcase some other stellar speakers. Dr. Luciana de Oliveira, past TESOL
president (and first Latina in the role) and a professor in the Department of Teaching and Learning

at Virginia Commonweal th UQiiwieassilteggr ninnd eTh rtaau g
about how civics education in the United States
ciety and icrucial for helping multilingual learners develop civic competence in their new commu-

nity. She argued that a language-based approach to content instruction can help teachers better

support their students in learning civics.

Dr. Manisha Javeri, a leading academic in Educational Technology and a professor at Cal State LA,

i n her t @lEkn htaintcleedd ,L edar ni ng: l nnovat i on sxplorEdthei c s
emerging role of Al in enhancing student engagement, personalizing learning pathways, and supporting edt
cators in diverse instructional settings. With innovations ranging from intelligent tutoring sysi@ost.)
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Featurei (Cont.)

adaptive learning platforms, Dr. Javeri explained that Al offers unprecedented opportunities for
tailored educational experiences that address the unique needs of learners, but she cautioned us to
consider the ethical considerations of our educational practices.

Jeff Hutcheson, TESOL Director for Advocacy and Public Policy, in his talk titted, 0 Advocacy &
cCy: From t he Ltalkeddboutadvodady and folicg éngagemnent of TESOL, initiating efforts
across communities and countries in support of the English language teaching profession and the learners
that we serve.

We had a rich program containing presentations, panels, and workshops aligned with the confer-
ence theme. Over the three days of the conference, Thursday being virtual and Friday and Saturday
in-person, we hosted 194 sessions. Over two hundred presenters shared their expertise and
knowledge with our CATESOL community. Sessions engaged the audience in collegial conversa-
tions on topics that are extremely relevant to the language teaching profession, ranging from what
it means to be |iterate in todayds digital techr
reality (AR), and virtual reality (VR) to the incorporation of such tools as well as imagination, play,
and civics into our practice to transform teaching and learning. As teachers, we all strive to provide
our students with the tools they need to not only develop their communicative skills but also to de-
velop a curious mindset and the ability to interact effectively with others, improve their communi-
ties, and participate in society.

The President's Reception on Friday night was well-attended and those who stayed for it enjoyed

the soft and pleasant Brazilian music perfor med
served and we hosted an open bar. It was a great evening to linger a little longer and catch up with
and/or make new friends.

This year, CATESOL Past President Anthony Burik was the recipient of the Sadae Iwataki award.
The recipient of this award is carefully selected at the discretion of the CATESOL board of directors
and is announced by the CATESOL President at the annual state CATESOL conference. The Sadae
Iwataki Award represents the highest honor of the CATESOL association.

We must not forget to thank the sponsors, exhibitors, and advertisers who made the conference
possible. We appreciate their generous sponsorship and presence during the conference.

Finally, 436 ratings on the conference appSched rated the conference 9.7/10, and the 10&pof&rence
satisfaction survey answers rated the conference 4.2/5. Averaging 9.3, we interpret these scores as represe
ing a range from oOsatisfieddé to overy satisfied:¢
hard work than hearing from people who attended the conference that they enjoyed it, and that they saw go
value in attending it. But we could not have put such a great conference together without the help of an ame
ing group of people who volunteered their time and experience to help us bring it all together. Making a con
ference of this size happen at a university campus involves a lot of work, patience, perseverance, and very
good communication skills. This group of people put in hours of serious hard work without any compensatio
they did it because of their commitment to the CATESOL organization and their love for the field of languag
teaching. A big thank you to the members of the conference committee: Amanda Simons, Andy Mardesich,
Anthony Alaimalo, Anthony Burik, Bahiyyih Hardacre, Bently Cavazzi, Dyan Collings Ralph, Ellie Kuz-
netsova, Emily Wong, Jeremiah Hong, Kara Mac Donald, Kate Jensen, KelWvistigheews, Margi Wald,

Marsha Chan, Michelle Buell, Natasha Guerrero, Olga Evans, Robyn Mosely, Ryane Willis, Sara Hirata,
Song Hong, Suky Kaur, Susan Gaer, Talley Caruso, Tammy Wik, and Zsa Zsa Aranas. We also owe a big
thank you to all the volunteers widolJ G G 1JT-#OR & KDOUz2 | R.U N Oq 6 13 +O1J 2 13 U g(Cont.)
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The planning for the CATESOL 2025 has begun. It will be in Northern California, and we hope to
share more details as soon as we confirm the dates. We look forward to seeing you at CATESOL
2025!

With much appreciation,
Bahiyyih Hardacre, CATESOL 2024 Conference Chair
Song Hong, CATESOL President 20232025
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Past Presidents andSadae lwataki winners

Celebrating Leadership
Pasty and Present.

Bahiyyih Hardacre , 2024 Conference Chair
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The conference is a time for professional development
and networking, as well as connecting with old time
friends and making new ones.

Empowering
Vo(§)ces

Bridging Communities through
Civic Learning and Digital Literacies

Questioning the
~ Human-ness of Al
(and why it’s Important)

Amanda Simons

CATESOL 2024
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Access to Everything CATESOL

CATESOL Youtube Channel
N

)l’
CATESOL

{@catesol_youtube - 92 subscribers - 85 videos

CATESOL, founded in 1969, is a nonprofit organization open to anyone concerned

catesol.org and 2 more links

o ndat

CATESOL
el

| f you wish a CATESOL event or wa
formati on,

Check oGATE®®L Youtube Channel
Access tHERE I t e

Great Channels to Visit!
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international

TESOL International Association OTAN (Outreach and Technical  Ellii for Teachers (formerly ESL

6.071K subscribers 923 subscribers 2.69K subscribers

Subscribe Subscribe Subscribe
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Focus Featuren CATESOL Educations Foundation: Y
Who We Are, What Benefits We Provide, and How You Can Help!

Song Hong, CATESOL President & Margi Wald, CATESOL Education Foundation Board

The CATESOL board and the CATESOL Education Foundation (CEF) are pleased to announce CEF
board members for 20242025:

President: Susan Gaer

Vice President: Nirmla Flores

Secretary: Kerry Chow

Treasurer: Judy Hu

CATESOL Organization Board Liaison: Song Hong
Directors-at-large:

Erika Saito (Assistant Secretary)

Emily Wong (Awards Coordinator)

Margi Wald (Strategic Communications Coordinator)

= =4 -4 -8 _8_9_9_°_-212

What is the CATESOL Education Foundation?

mary role as the fundraising arm of CAT

CEFO0s pri
LOs educational goal s:

CATESO

1 preparing teachers of multilingual English learners by providing educational opportunities
and funding for further professional development,

1 informing the general public about the strengths and needs of multilingual learners, and

1 promoting the appreciation of diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds.

The foundation accepts tax-deductible donations to its general fund or targeted donations for par-
ticular purposes: CATESOL awards, grants, memberships, conferences, and different regional
chapter events.

What Benefits Can | Take Advantage of?
CATESOL Awards Coordinated by CEF

Every year, CEF coordinates a number of awards for CATESOL members and the students they
serve.

All Levels/Contexts :

1 Stephen Sloan Memorial Fund

1 Ron Lee Technology Award

College / University Instructors

1 English Language Research Award

Community College Students and Instructors: O

i Student Essay Award (sponsored by Townsend Press)

1 Professional Development Award

Adult Instructors:

I Sam Price Foundation Professional Development Award

(Cont.)
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https://www.catesoleducationfoundation.org/
https://www.catesoleducationfoundation.org/donate

Focus Featuren (Cont.)

Graduate Students:
1 Rick Sullivan State Conference Registration Award
Part-time Instructors:
1 Gordon Johnson CATESOL Membership Award
Watch the CEF Awards webpage for 2025 information and deadlines. And see the 2024 CATESOL
Award Winnerspadlet t o | earn more about awardeesd projects

CEFRSponsored Grants

Additionally, CEF sponsors grants that provide ongoing training and materials development for in-
structors.

9 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Grant : Thi s gr ant @raningeduwcatass of mulad-1 u d e
lingual learners in best practices for promoting DEIA within their classroom, centers, schools, and
districts; inspiring these educators to share training takeaways with their communities of practice;

and assisting them in proposing and preparing a poster/paper/panel submissions for a

CATESOL professional development event or publication.

1 Joseph O'Loughlin Memorial Grant : Focused on creating a study group for four to five teachers
per year, this grant aims to help K-12 teachers to work with their multilingual students who are
new to the U.S. school system and have had interrupted or limited schooling opportunities in their
native country.

Consider applying for an award or grant 0 and please advertise these exciting opportunities with
colleagues through your social media and institutional routing lists

How Can | Donate?

Donate directly on our webpage: Your tax-deductible donation will support professional develop-
ment opportunities for TESOL (pre -)professionals: graduate students, pre-service teachers, instruc-
tors, advocates, researchers, and program administrators. You can donate by check, via paypal, or
with a credit card. See ourDonations webpage for directions.

Consider a legacy gift: Contact Margi Wald at catesoleducationfoundation@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

Look out for fundraisers throughout the year. The CATESOL Education Foundation runs a silent
auction at the CATESOL State Conference, atGivingTuesday fundraiser t hr ough Facebook
too late to give!), and targeted eventsd like a wine -tasting event in the works!

How Else Can | Get Involved?

Volunteer as an award coordinator: Emily Wong, CEF Awards Coordinator,
catesolawards@gmail.con is actively seeking people to help coordinate specific awards. This is a
great way to get involved, take on a manageable role, and start on your leadership trajectory.

(Cont.)
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Focus Featuren (Cont.)

Help market CEF events and benefits: CEF is currently looking for people to support our website
and social media platforms. Contact Susan Gaer atcatesoleducationfoundation@gmail.com if you
are interested in joining the team.

Work on a fundraising event or campaign: Sponsor a Facebook campaign, suggest a onéme or re-
curring fundraising option (like the wine -tasting event noted above), volunteer to help organize an
existing event.

Your Turn

CATESOL and The CATESOL Education Foundation are volunteer- and member-run organizations.
They work to support members but both need member input and support to work. We hope you

will take advantage of the opportunities the CATESOL and the Foundation provide, and we also
hope that you will consider giving back.

CATESOL Education Foundation is registered as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions to the
CATESOL Education Foundation are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. Our tax identification number
is 20-8464092. Donations made to the CATESOL Education Foundation are tax-deductible

as charitable contributions (Tax ID Number 20-8464092). Your donation is made through PayPal. You do not need
to be a member of Pay Pal to use it.

Non-Discrimination Policy

The CATESOL Education Foundation does not and shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion
(creed), gender, gender expression, age, national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, sexual orientation,
military or language orientation status, in any of its activities or operations. These activities include, but are not
limited to board members, selection of volunteers and vendors, and provision of services and awards. We are
committed to providing an equitable, inclusive, welcoming environment for all members of our volunteers,

vendors, and clients.

Donate

Making a Difference I
in the Lives of
Multilingual Learner

PN
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L) The CATESOL Journdié

UC Berkeley

The CATESOL Journal recently published its most recent Special Theme issue, Interactive, and In-
telligent Uses of Technology in Multilingual Classrooms, with Lis Kamhi -Stein and Sharin Jacob as
issue editors. Take some time to explore the articles for your enjoyment, instructional practice and
professional development. HERE.

Volume 35, Issue 1,2024 ~

Volume 35.1

The
CATESOL

Journal

Editor’s Note

Introduction to the Special Theme issue “Innovative, Interactive, and Intelligent Uses of Technology in
Multilingual Classrooms”

Kamhi-Stein, Lia; Jacob, Sharin

The CATESOL Journal is also seeking a Book/Media Review Editor. If you have experience as a
reviewer and can provide assistance to the journal by compiling and editing 5 -6 book/media re-
views per year, please contact the editorial staff at catesoljournal@gmail.com

The CATESOL Journal will be opening a call for submis-
sions to a general issue (i.e., not Special Theme issue) in
January 2025. Submission information HERE

The CATESQOL Journal -- Seeking
Book/Media Review Editor

Support CATESOL and its teachers, teacher
educators, and researchers by becoming a part of

The CATESOL Journal is the official journal of CATESOL. ourteam!

Itis a refereed academic journal published twice a
year. The CATESOL Journalis listed in Linguistics and

The CATESOL Journal - Call for Proposals

The CATESOL Journal is actively seeking a
book/media review editor. If you have experience as

Language Behavior Abstracts (LLBA), and the full text is a reviewer and can provide assistance to the journal
available through the EBSCOG6s bebMpRingdndedifes5-6Ddiineda@vied at abas
Articles in The CATESOL Journalfocus on theory, re- per year, please contact the editorial staff at

search, pedagogy, and educational policy related to the catesoljournal@gmail.com.

teaching of English to speakers of other languages, includ-
ing US-born bilinguals, Generation 1.5 students, immi-
grants, and international students. Articles may focus on
any educational level, from kindergarten to university, as
well as on adult school and workplace literacy settings.

The Journal is also seeking individuals who can join
ourteam to help review article manuscripts. Please
contact the editorial staff at
catesoljournal@gmail.com if you can provide
assistance.

CATESOL NEWSLETTER
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Corpus Informed Research & Teaching Interest Group
Reporti Applications of the Register -Functional Ap-
proach to Grammatical Complexity to Academ-

ic Writing Instruction

Bernard Cassie and Shelley Staples

Abstract

Linguistic complexity is a valuable construct for tracking second language development in  writing
and speaking. By analyzing lexico-grammatical patterns in learner texts through the Register-
Functional (RF) approach, which emphasizes the role of register in determining how linguistic
structures are used, researchers and teachers can gain valuable insights intalevelopmental trends
of learners that can guide the development and implementation of targeted pedagogical interven-
tions.

Linguistic complexity has emerged as a valuable construct for investigating second language de-
velopment in both writing and speaking. The analysis of linguistic complexity, particularly in  the
context of writing pedagogy, provides valuable insights for developing effective teaching strate-
gies. By examining the structural and syntactic patterns in learner texts, researchers andinstructors
can identify key developmental trends that help shape targeted pedagogical interventions and in-
structional approaches. An approach to examining linguistic complexity is the RegisterFunctional
(RF) approach (Biber et al., 2011) which emphasizes the role ofregisterii the context and purpose
of communication fi in shaping how linguistic structures are employed. Unlike traditional meth-
ods of examining linguistic complexity that prioritize clausal complexity and rely on broad
measures such as Tunits (Hunt, 1965), the RF approach focuses onlinguistic features that are spe-
cific to each register. In the context of academic writing, this includes an emphasis on phrasal com-
plexity such as nominalizations and noun phrase modifiers, which are more prevalent in academic
discourse than in conversational contexts. By investigating how grammatical form aligns with com-
municative functions within a given register, the RF approach offers a more context -sensitive
framework for understanding linguistic complexity.

Biber et al.'s (2011) model hypothesizes that writers progress from using grammatical fea-

tures common in conversation to those characteristic of academic discourse. Subsequent research
by Gray et al. (2019) and Staples et al. (2016, 2022) has shown that as students' proficiency

and academic level increase, their writing exhibits more phrasal complexity features and few-

er clausal complexity features. When teaching writing in higher education, it is crucial to recog-
nizect hat per Biber et al.ds (2011) hypothesized st
most first-year students are not at the initial stage. The initial stage is characterized by the use of
finite complement clauses controlled by very common verbs such as know, think. Instead,

these students use more of the features at the second stage than more advanced academic writers.
This stage is marked by finite complement clauses controlled by a wider set of verbs including for-
gotten, imagine, finite conditional clauses and simple phrasal embedding. At this stage, students
are ready to begin refining their use of more advanced linguistic features at later stages, particular-
ly phrasal complexity features (premodifying nouns, prepositional phrases as noun modifiers) and
clauses that modify nouns (noun complement clauses and relative clauses).

Staplesd (fort hc-geariwntigg) as twvell askother comghlexity studies, such as Biber
et al. (2021) and Staples et al. (2016), reveal significant differences in lexico
grammatical and syntactic complexity across genres, including Literacy Narratives, Ar-  (Cont.)
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gumentative Papers, and Synthesis tasks that students engage in for their writing classes at the col-
lege level. Writers use different grammatical structures when engaging in different genres; for in-
stance, researchreports often use dense noun phrases, including premodifying nouns to convey
complex information succinctly, whereas narrative writing relies more on clausal structures such
as subordinate clauses to elaborate on events (Staples et al., 2016, 2022). To address
thesedifferences, instructors can provide genre-specific guidance to highlight the function

of grammatical features within the genres that students are expected to engage with in a high-

er education writing class. This targeted strategy helps students develop an adaptive understand-
ing of linguistic complexity and thus encourages a latent awareness of how to adjust writing styles
to suit different genres and rhetorical contexts. Such latent awareness, which enables writers

to intuitively adapt their language choices when shifting between genres, is a critical skill for

both L2 and L1 writers deven proficient L1 writers must learn how to navigate these shifts effec-
tively. By developing this awareness through explicit instruction and practice, educators can sup-
port students in developing the flexibility needed to meet the demands of diverse writing tasks at
the college level.

In higher education writing classes, students come from a range of disciplines and teaching writing

across disciplines requires acknowledging and addressing the distinct patterns of grammatical

complexity that characterize writing within different academic fields. In particular, the social sci-

ences and life sciences demonstrate notable variation in their use of premodifying nouns and com-

plex noun phrases (Staples et al., 2022). A scaffolded approach to teaching theseliscipline -specific
features begins with raisi ng -omanalgsie of authénticacademie n e S S
texts from their fields. By examining articles from their disciplines, students can identify and un-

derstand how these grammatical patterns function in context. This strategy is especially impactful

when instructors incorporate materials relevant to students' areas of study and thus, can make the

learning experience more meaningful and personally engaging. Collaborative analysis of these

texts, whether among students from similar or diverse disciplines, can promote a deeper under-
standing of grammati cal pat t e rtrassferahmisknowledpedorvarie s st
ous writing contexts. By bridging the gap between general academic writing and discipline -

specific expectations, this approach can help students develop the rhetorical and grammatical

awareness needed for success in academic writing. When such analysis is followed by scaffolded

activities that connect these insights to practical writing tasks, students can be better prepared to

apply these skills in broader academic and professional contexts.

To effectively frame the pedagogical context for students at varying proficiency levels, educa-

tors might consider focusing on raising their own awareness of these developmental stages and
how they align with the genres and contexts in which students are writing. Rather than simply en-
couraging students to move from using finite or nonfinite verb complement clauses to noun com-
pl ement c¢cl auses for the sake of i ncreasing compl
phasize the functional role these features play in different discourse contexts. For instance,students
can be guided to consider why a noun complement clause might be more appropriate for academic
writing that requires precision and abstraction, whereas verb complement clauses may suit more
narrative or personal writing contexts. This guided approach helps students understand the rhe-
torical motivations behind linguistic choices and therefore makes them more adaptable and inten-
tional in their writing. Classroom activities might include analyzing model texts to  explore how
syntactic structures may function in specific genres or scaffolded exercises that encourage students
to experiment with these structures in their own writing. By focusing on the  purpose and

context of linguistic features, educators can support students in developing higher level (Cont)
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writing skills while ensuring these choices are meaningful and contextually relevant.

Staplesd (forthcoming) book highlights differenc
tures among first-year writers from diverse linguistic backgrounds, drawing on data from the Cor-

pus and Repository of Writing (CROW) (Staples & Dilger, 2018). The typological trends revealed

in this research could help instructors build on the linguistic assets brought into the writing class-

room by students which reflects an assetoriented approach to teaching where the linguistic and

cultural resources of students are leveraged in to enhance learning (Fox & ChangBacon, 2023).

Staples (forthcoming) reveals differences in the use of grammatical complexity features in academ-

ic writing among students from Chinese, Spanish and Arabic -speaking backgrounds.

Chinese-speaking students in the Crow corpus tended to favor premodification in their writ-

ing, often using more phrasal features such as attributive adjectives and noun premodifiers. This
may r efl ect their |l inguistic backgroundds prefere
of noun phrases, a tendency that becomes apparent when they write in English. In con-

trast, Spanish-speaking students showed a lower frequency of premodification features in their

writing, instead demonstrating a stronger preference for using that-relative clauses, which aligns

with the typological tendency of Spanish to use more postmodifying clauses. Arabic-speaking stu-

dents exhibit similar trends to writers from Spanish L1 backgrounds, as they also mirror a prefer-

ence for postmodification of noun phrases.

Although these typological trends cannot be generalized for all students that come from these lan-

guage backgrounds, awareness of these typological trends and an understanding of stu-

d e n pose@tial writing tendencies could likely help instructors leverage students' linguistic

strengths in the writing classroom. Rather than taking a one-size-fits-all approach, instructors can

possibly identify and build upon students' existing linguistic strengths, design targeted form -

focused lessons based on classroom and learner diagnostics and develop differentiated instruction

that acknowledges language background differences. These patterns can inform instructional de-

cisions when evaluated alongside careful analysis of individual student writing samples, as each

student's language development is unique. For instance, instructors could design lessons that ex-

plore the functions and contexts of pre-and postmodification of noun phrases, such as attributive
adjectives, noun premodifiers, relative clauses in academic writing. For Spanish and Arabic writ-

ers, instructors could design instructional activities that scaffold the use of premodification fea-

tures, such as rewriting sentences from academic articles to replacep o st mo d i f ithestgly ( e . ¢
that explores climate c¢hange ochangestudyo )p rteomohdeil fpi esrts
learn how to embed these structures in academic writing (Lan et al., 2019).

Similarly, for Chinese -speaking students, who typically favor premodification in their writing,  ac-
tivities could focus on scaffolding the use of postmodification, such as wh -relative clauses (e.g.,
ASMR , which stands for Autonomous Sensory Meridian Response) and prepositional phrases
(e.g.,the findings from experimental trials) to help them diversify their use of these noun phrase
modification structures and also understand how to use these structures in their writing. Lessons
might also include interactive exercises where students analyze learner texts to identify examples
of premodification and postmodification of noun phrases to understand the nuanced distinctions
and functions of these structures in academic writing. Such activities would not merely teach
grammati cal mechanics, but woul d al avarenbss,hllpwing e v e |
them to understand how different noun phrase modifications contribute to communicative effec-
tiveness in academic writing.

(Cont.)
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The devel opment of |l inguistic compl exi t yacgudmicy s ¢
writing skills. Through understanding the patterns of grammatical complexity across genres and
disciplines, along with and their functions, instructors can design tailored pedagogical strategies to
address studentsdé writing development al needs. S
hi ghlights the i mportance of r ecogniwitingagdtihehe de\
typological trends associated with their language backgrounds. This work, in conjunction with oth-

er research on linguistic complexity (Friginal & Weigle, 2014; Gray et al., 2019; Staples & Reppen,

2016) demonstrates that as students advance through their academiccareers, their writing evolves

to reflect increasing linguistic complexity and this progression is influenced by both language pro-

ficiency and specific academic conventions tied to their disciplinary fields and the writing tasks.

By tailoring instructi onlevelspdisongirarty costexts,reltangsage pr o f i
backgrounds, writing instructors can help students develop the linguistic complexity and associat-

ed rhetorical awareness necessary for engaging in successful academic writing at the college level

and beyond.
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Teaching of Pronunciation Interest Group Report:
TOP-IG Year in Review 2023-2024

Marsha J. Chan

MC

TEACHING OF
PRONUNCIATION

Interest Group

Teaching of Pronunciation Interest Group Events

This CATESOL interest Group, inaugurated in
2013, is going strong with virtual and in -person
meetings to further our knowledge and skills in
teaching and learning pronunciation in English.
Here is a summary of events we held in the second
half of 2023 and the first half of 2024. Each title is
hyperlinked to an edited video recording and/or
slide presentation, if available.

Pronunciation Connection Nook (7/28/23). TOP
webinars -b24awi Hl23a cozy
ing for teachers of pronunciation, speaking, and
listening to connect and network, ask and answer
guestions about teaching and learning pronuncia-
tion, and share tips, tricks, and resources, hosted

by Co-coordinators Marsha Chan, Patryk Mrozek,
and Randy Rightmire.

PSLLT: What it Is and How Teachers of Pronun-
ciation Can Benefit (9/29/23). Founder Dr. John
Levis informed us about the Pronunciation in Sec-
ond Language Learning and Teaching conference,
which gathers world -renowned pronunciation re-
searchers and practitioners to share research and
practical applications in the learning and teaching
of pronunciation of any world language as an ad-
ditional language. The PSLLT conference proceed-
ings are an opensource publication for all to ac-
cess.

At the October 2023 CATESOL State Conference in
Alameda, Board-sponsored TOP-IG sessions in-
cluded TOP Ideas to Break New Ground in
Teaching Pronunciation , a hybrid meeting with
Marsha and Randy on the ground with in -person
attendees and Patryk participating remotely. At

the TOP Business and Networking Meeting we
reviewed our interest group activities and con-
cerns from 20222023 and discussed possibilities
for the coming year. Other presentations related to
speaking, pronunciation, and listening include the
following: Beyond Slip vs. Sleep: Diagnosing
Pronunciation Skills Today; Discourse Intona-
tion Breakthrough: Understand and Teach It;
Promoting Speaking, Listening, Vocabulary, and
Fun with Pronunciation Card Games; Promoting
Speaking Listening, Vocabulary, and Fun with
ciatign Car MES, Translanguaglng
wit ql‘hjlllngaﬁln Eﬁ %1 I§|I|nguals to Promote
Metalinguistic Awareness; Chopsti cks A
Only for Eating: A Sensory Exploration of /In/ _-/l/;
Teaching Word Stress to
Intelligibility; Breaking New Ground: Giving
Accents a Voice in the Classroom; Beyond Pro-
nunciation: Leveraging Structured Poetry to Im-
prove Oral Fluency; How Al Can Personalize
ESL Lessons on Any Topic. To read the abstracts,
access theCATESOL23 program. To access
handouts provided by the speakers, log into
https://catesol2023.sched.com/ .

What Pronunciation Teachers Can Do That
ChatGPT Cannot (11/17/23). Dr. Lara Wallace
and Dr. Edna Lima, zooming in from Ohio,

teamed up to present ways that ChatGPT can save
us time and serve as a valuable assistant that helps
prepare lesson plans and creates activities tailored
to our studentsod | evels
also examined the ways in which only trained hu-
man teachers can do in teaching pronunciation
that ChatGPT cannot. We are still irreplaceable as
teachers.

(Cont.)
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https://catesol2023.sched.com/event/1SzJ5/breaking-new-ground-giving-accents-a-voice-in-the-classroom
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TOP-IG Report: TOP-IG Year in Review 2023-2024(Cont.) "'

Transforming Pronunciation Teaching: Integrat-
ing Al, Agile, and Multimodality (12/8/23). Dr.
Di Liu shared SpeakVista.com, a multimodality
pronunciation teaching platform that he devel-
oped, as a multimodality technological platform
integrating speech visualization, automated pro-
nunciation assessment, and Al-driven adaptive
feedback.

Enhancing ELLS' Fluency with NESs' Pausing In-
sights (1/26/24). Dr. Mark Tanner, Brigham

Young U, presented research on the value of paus-
ing in oral discourse and on differences between
pausing patterns of native and non-native English
speakers. He shared his study of 80 NES speech
samples and suggested pedagogical practices
ESL/EFL teachers can use to assist English lan-
guage learners seeking to improve their fluency
and intelligibility.

Pronunciation Journeys: 10 -Year L2 Teacher Tra-
jectories (2/23/24). Dr. Michael Burri, Wollon-
gong U., shared his ongoing longitudinal research
project about the careers of L2 teachers, with a
particular interest in how their teaching practices
and thoughts about teaching and learning English
pronunciation develop over time. The presenta-
tion ended with a discussion about what this
means for teachers who help train other teachers,

as well as for teachers themselves and researchers.

Embodied Pronunciation Learning Part 1: Har-
nessing your Inner Power (4/19/24). Speaking in
a new or unfamiliar language requires different
movements of the vocal organs. Marsha Chan led
an interactive virtual workshop drawing on em-
bodied pronunciation research showing that care-
ful attention to breathing, vocalization, articulato-
ry positions, pulmonic and tactile pressures, pitch
and duration, scope and synchrony of body move-
ments, in addition to the systematic use of ges-
tures, enables more effective pronunciation.

At the CATESOL Bay Area Chapter Online Spring
Conference 2024, Marsha Chan presented a fea-
tured session Visualizing Speech to Enable
Greater Intelligibility , a demonstration of how
teachers of speech, pronunciation, and listening
can leverage digital audio recording applications
like Audacity, utilizing the Spectrogram feature to
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enhance | earnersd unders
of spoken English. Participants discovered how
spectrograms can be a powerful tool for students
with a strong visual learning modality.

At the CATESOL Bay Area Chapter Online Spring
Conference 2024, Marsha Chan presented a fea-
tured session Visualizing Speech to Enable
Greater Intelligibility , a demonstration of how
teachers of speech, pronunciation, and listening
can leverage digital audio recording applications
like Audacity, utilizing the Spectrogram feature to
enhance | earnersod® unders
of spoken English. Participants discovered how
spectrograms can be a powerful tool for students
with a strong visual learning modality.

Embodied Pronunciation Part 2: Haptic Hacks
and Widgets (5/17/24) Following up on the April
webinar, Dr. Bill Acton, Trinity Western U, fo-
cused on a core set of embodied pronunciation
techniques which use both gesture and

touch. oHacksdé6 are used to i
racy and fluency, such a
intonation, rhythm and s
pact the | earneros fluen
immediately by moving a body part, plus touch, to
the rhythm of oneds voic
Using H5P06s Speech Recog

nous Pronunciation Activities  (6/21/24). Port-
land CC instructors Patryk Mrozek and Kate Car-
ney presented a case study using HTML5 Package
(H5P) to create interactive resources and exercises
for ESOL students. They
speech recognition capabilities were used to as-
semble a comprehensive tool to help multilingual
students improve their ability to produce supra-
segmental features of English. O| 0|

The TOP-IG Padlet gives you quick TR
access to the purpose of TOP, the TOP
Coordinators over the years, the record- Tl
ed professional development webinars, and the
conference presentation slides or recordings.

The TOP Coordinator Team always welcomes
comments and suggestions for topics and speak-
ers. If you have not yet done so, log into
CATESOL.org and opt into the TOP-IG Message
Board to stay connected with TOPs.
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SERVING TEACHERS OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The CATESOL Newsletter has been publishing quarterly issues on a regular scheduled basis since
the Spring of 2020. Over the years, the issues have become more robust with contributions from a
variety of CATESOL members, CATESOL leadership, and invited author and guest author submis-

sions.
Amy Sl eep joined the newsletter team in Septembe
wor k, but also discussions on how we can i mprove
change to the platform that the newsletter is pr
t he CATESOL mweevbssliettet.erThheas been produced in Micr
cat@ omeeds well but it i1 s an a(opleiradtiingn siyst eeansm
portedbbgedeword processing platforms, I|ike Goog
To move away f Bonpeornseo nianld icvoindpuuatler being a hub f
and final | ayout & eirsdwe fodr tpweblnieowstlieadn,erwe ar e
we-based and aII-meefooIbabbeatfoee We are planni
| ayouts in Canva, or not her application, this i
etc. We are st|-2llusp|urbg Bwhb Inigs Hesrs.ueHdwever, depen
ther fully move to the new platform for the June
and the gener al |l ook and feel of what has been u
change in platform and the ongoing devel opment o
There wil/ be no change to accessing t1l

CATESOL Newsl etter Team
Kara Mac NBavsdled t er Editor
Amy SICekdi,t or

CATESOL NEWSLETTER




