Common Terms of the California State Legislature

	Action.
	Any step of parliamentary procedure upon a proposed law or resolution.

	Adjournment
	The ending of a legislative day; regular adjournment sets the date for the next meeting.

	Amend
	To alter formally by modification, deletion, or addition.

	Apportionment
	A division of the state into districts from which members of the Legislature are elected.

	Appropriation
	A legislative grant of money for a specific purpose that is almost always done as a part of the Annual Budget Act.

	Appropriations Committee
	The committees in each house that focus on the fiscal or cost implications of legislation.

	Assembly
	One of the two chambers in a bicameral legislature; some states use the name ""House of Representatives.""

	Bicameral legislature
	A two-house legislature.

	Biennial
	Occurring every two years.

	Bill.
	A proposed law introduced in either the Assembly or the Senate.

	Boilerplate
	Standard bill drafting language common to various subjects and designed to maintain the legal consistency of the language of a bill.

	Bond
	A certificate of indebtedness issued by the government in return for money it has borrowed.

	Budget Act
	The final approved list of expenditures of state funds in a fiscal year.

	Calendar
	List or docket of bills awaiting action by a committee or the full house.

	Calendar day
	Each consecutive day on the calendar for the duration of the legislative session, whether or not the houses convene.

	Caucus
	Conference of legislative members based on a particular jurisdiction or policy area or areas.

	Chaptered Bill
	A bill that has been signed into law by the Governor is given a chapter number for the statutes of the year the bill takes effect.

	Conference committee
	A joint meeting of a committee on conference from each of the two houses whose function is to arrive at a single version of a bill that has passed both houses in different forms.

	Consent calendar
	A list of bills, of a non-controversial nature, which is voted on as a single roll call vote instead of roll calls on each bill on the list.

	Constitution
	The written instrument agreed upon by the people of the United States, or of a particular state, as the absolute rule of action and decision for the government.

	Enrollment
	The final version of a bill or resolution that is then sent to the Governor for final action.

	Ex officio
	Holding two offices; holding another office by virtue of or because of the holding of the first office.

	Expunge
	To delete or remove completely a formal action or a vote.

	First Reading
	Introduction of a bill in either house of the Legislature by giving it a number and reading it before the full house by title before it is referred by the presiding officer to the appropriate committee.

	Floor Action
	A formal action or vote that is taken by the membership of one of the two houses of the Legislature.

	Grandfather clause
	A provision in a bill making it inapplicable to activities or personnel involved prior to the enactment of new legislation.

	Hearing
	A session of a legislative committee at which witnesses present testimony on matters under consideration by the committee.

	History
	A cumulative daily list of actions on all measures in the houses.

	Initiative
	A procedure that enables a specified number of voters to propose, by petition, a law or constitutional amendment, and to secure its submission to the electorate for approval.

	Intent
	A statement in a bill that establishes the overall goals and intent of a proposal.

	Interim
	The period from the adjournment sine die of one regular legislative session to the convening of the next regular session or the period of recess during a session.

	Introduction
	The presentation of a bill or resolution for consideration by a house.

	Journal
	Record of daily proceedings in the houses.

	Law
	Bill passed by both houses and approved by the Governor, or, if vetoed by the Governor, the veto overridden by a two-thirds vote of each house.

	Leadership
	Includes the presiding officers of both Houses (President of the Senate and President pro Tempore; Speaker of the Assembly and Speaker pro Tempore) and the floor leaders of both houses (Majority and Minority Leaders, Assistant Majority Leaders, and Assistant Minority Leaders

	Legislative Counsel Digest
	In each bill that is introduced by either house the Legislative Counsel will draft a summary of the content of the bill.

	Legislative day
	Each day that the houses actually convene. 

	Legislative rules
	The methods of procedure determined by the Legislature that allow the house to operate.

	Lobbyist
	A representative of a special interest who attends sessions to oppose or support the enactment of legislation.

	Majority Floor Leader
	A member of either house chosen by the members of the majority party in that house as their spokesman.

	Minority Floor Leader
	A member of either house chosen by the members of the minority party in that house as their spokesman.

	President of the Senate
	Lieutenant Governor as the formal presiding officer of the Senate.

	President pro Tempore
	A Senator chosen by the Senate to preside in the absence of the President.

	Presiding officer
	The person in each house who chairs the conduct of business before the body and guides and directs the proceedings of the body.

	Quorum
	The number of members of a house or of a committee who must be present for the body to conduct official business.

	Rescind
	The action taken by a committee or full house that eliminates a prior action or vote.

	Refer
	Send a measure to a committee for study and consideration.

	Referendum
	The principle or practice of submitting a law to popular vote after the filing of a petition expressing the wish of the people to vote on such law.

	Regular Session
	The period of time the legislature is required to be in session based on Constitutional requirements.

	Resolutions
	A one-house resolution expresses facts, principles, opinions, and purposes of one house.  A concurrent resolution expresses facts, principles, opinions, and purposes of the two houses and authorizes the creation of joint committees. 

	Roll call
	Recording of the presence of members or a tally by individual votes on a bill or joint resolution.

	Rule Waivers
	Each house establishes rules for governing the actions of the house.  These rules can be waived by a vote of the house.   

	Second Reading
	When a bill, after it has been reported from committee, is read for the second time before the full house. 

	Second Reading File
	File of bills for second reading and consideration of amendments in either house.  Bills must be read three times before they can be voted on by either house.

	Senate
	One of the chambers in a bicameral legislature.

	Seniority
	Length of legislative service. 

	Sine Die.
	Final adjournment of a legislative session.  Adjournment sine die literally means "adjournment without a day"; it marks the end of the legislative session, since it does not set a time for reconvening.

	Speaker of the Assembly
	The presiding officer of the Assembly.

	Speaker pro Tempore
	A member of the Assembly chosen by the Assembly to preside in the absence of the Speaker.

	Special Session
	A meeting of the Legislature convened on the call of the Governor and restricted to the subjects stated in the Governor's call.

	Sponsor
	The legislator(s), legislative committee, or entity requesting that a bill or resolution be drafted.

	Standing committee.
	A committee of either the Senate or Assembly that is created by legislative rule and is responsible for considering legislation in a certain subject area.  These committees are also known as policy committees.

	Statute
	Bill passed by both houses and approved by the Governor, or, if vetoed by the Governor, the veto overridden by a two-thirds vote of each house.  Bills that become laws are known as statutes.

	Summary
	A brief and unofficial resume of the contents of a bill or resolution.

	Third Reading
	When the bill, reprinted with any adopted amendments, is debated by the full house after the second reading. It may be passed, rejected, or further amended, in which case final action on the newly amended version is taken on a later day. 

	Title
	An official summary of the contents of a bill or resolution.

	Two-Year Bill
	This refers to a bill that was introduced in the first year of a two-year session but has not passed both houses of the legislature at the time the first year of the session is closed.  The bill can be acted upon in the second year of the session. 

	Veto.
	Governor's formal disapproval of a bill or joint resolution. .

	Without Reference To File
	All bills under house rules are required to be read three times, on separate days, before they can be heard and voted on by the house.  These rules can be suspended by a vote of the house and taken up out of order. 


	
	


