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Welcome to CATESOL 2011 Long Beach
The Art and Passion of Language Teaching

By Karen Dennis
Annual Conference Chair (karendennis@mac.com)
More conference coverage on pages 6-7

he CATESOL 2011 Annual Conference is almost here. Remind your
friends and colleagues to register now by going to catesol2011.org. We
offer workshops, panels, and presentations for elementary to intensive
English program instructors, all in one conference. This exciting confer-
ence has more than 300 sessions organized and planned by the program
co-chairs, Tony Arn and Pearl Alvarez. A plus is
that the Long Beach Convention Center is only
steps away from the Hyatt, so everything is close
by. Also, the publishers will be in the large Exhibit
=== Hall B, where you can view the latest ESL materi-
OFI i :EL'&(?’[DT";‘EE'SI%C als and resources. Stop by each afternoon for cof-
L fee during the dedicated publishers’ hour.

CATESOL 2011 offers intensive Pre-Confer-

ence Institutes (PCIs) on Thursday afternoon, which are three-hour work-
shops focusing on in-depth learning and require an additional $70 reg-
istration fee. Topics include essentials of teaching pronunciation, com-
municative activities, developing interactive student-centered lessons,

working with the Generation 1.5 immigrant ESL
student, comprehensible approaches to GLAD,
SDAIE, and TPRS, teaching grammar effectively,
reading and writing development, and fast, fabu-
lous, and successful strategies for teaching English
through music. For detailed descriptions and a list
of the presenters, go to the convention website,
catesol2011.org.

On-site registration opens at 4 p.m. on Thurs-
day, and on Thursday evening, Dowell Myers,
professor in the USC School of Policy, Planning,
and Development and director of the Population
Dynamics Research Group, will address the topic
“Old Myths and New Realities of Immigrant Inte-
gration.” An opening reception follows the plenary
speech so you can network with your colleagues
and friends. On Friday at the President’s Luncheon,
Jim Cummins speaks on “Identity Matters: Chal-
lenging Evidence-Free Policy Making in English

Cummins

Folse

Continued on page 7

In Memory of Gail Ellen Weinstein
1955-2010

Gail Weinstein, who died in December 2010,
was a long-time presenter at CATESOL con-
ferences and workshops. In honor of the pow-
erful inspiration she was to many CATESOL
members, here is a brief memorial of her life.
A full-length version of this memorial, which
was abridged by Lynne Nicodemus for the
CATESOL News, can be found at
http://traubman.igc.org/gailslife.pdf.

By Catherine Scott, Maricel G. Santos,
and Jerry Eisman

ail Weinstein—educator, linguist, mentor,

world traveler, peacemaker, mother—died
peacefully at home after surviving ovarian can-
cer for five productive and happy years. She
was born on Long Island, New York, where she
spent her childhood. While attending Kirkland
College, where she earned her BA in Cultural
Anthropology, Gail traveled to Guatemala

in 1976 with a group of students from the
School for International Living; she arrived
just days before a devastating earthquake
that demolished the town where the students

Continued on page 4
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

he Art and Passion of Language Teaching.

As CATESOL members look forward to the
2011 Annual Conference at the Long Beach
Convention Center and Hyatt Hotel (April
7-10), our schools need
art and passion more
than ever. In October
I had occasion to visit
the U.S. Department of
Education, and the walls
of the lobby were hung
with works of student art
from schools in Mary-
land, as well as works
awarded in Scholastic’s
art and literary contest. Students in U.S. schools
are frequently invited to display art created in
local classrooms as a way to promote art as a
tool for education.

The names of the artists represented the
world: Sanchez, Hailemariam, Chan. ... The
visual images evoked the diverse experiences
of students, 20 percent of whom nationwide
are from homes in which a language other than
English is spoken. The talent shown in this art
exhibit was a small glimpse into the rich knowl-
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edge and skills that people from all over the
world bring to the US, believing that the pursuit
of their happiness somehow happens best in a
climate of support for fresh ideas, creativity, and
freedom of expression.

California is no less diverse, with 2.8 mil-
lion students living in homes where English is
not spoken. In fact, almost one student in four in
California schools is an English learner. How-
ever, too often when I visit schools I see little
evidence of art instruction. Instead students are
being taught to take standardized tests, to dark-
en bubbles in Scantron forms. And I have yet to
see a Scantron win an art award!

Elsewhere in the world students have sup-
port for their artistic skills. In October I was
privileged to travel to Seoul, South Korea, and
there I visited a middle school with a stunning
visual-arts curriculum. Despite a rigorous aca-
demic program in which English-language in-
struction played a featured role, there was time
for art, music, and physical education. The
school day was long, but verbal language—Ko-
rean and English—was balanced with classes
in the creative arts. Perhaps as a result of their
schooling, almost all the Korean graduate stu-
dents who study at my university have musical
skills. They are surprised that so few of their na-
tive English-speaking peers enjoy singing.

Art, and passion ... as English teachers, our
days are long, and our evenings too often con-
sumed with grading papers. Even so, we can

EDITOR’S NOTE

hope you enjoy this issue of the CATESOL

News, which as always is full of informative
and interesting news, ob-
servations, and advice.
On the center spread
you’ll find another install-
ment of the Lessons spe-
cial pullout section, now
sponsored by the CATE-
SOL Education Founda-
tion. Please send in your
best ideas to share with
your fellow members.
I can’t gather too many,
and I need your help to make it a useful feature
of the News. So the more the better! And if you
have artwork to go with your lessons, that’s a
real plus. Please send artwork as a separate jpeg
attachment, although it’s fine to also include it
in the the article itself. The ideal length for arti-
cles of any kind is about 800 words, up to 1,000
if necessary. The deadline for the Summer issue,
featuring CATESOL 2011, The Art and Passion
of Language Teaching, is May 1, 2011.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Karen Bleske

take the time to load our MP3 players with fa-
vorite songs to share. We can teach our students
to craft handmade Valentine’s Day cards, or to
make collages that represent their hopes and
dreams. We can surround ourselves and our stu-
dents with beauty, with song, or with dramatic
works that show creative spark.

In June I visited an intensive English pro-
gram (IEP) at the University of New Brunswick
in Fredericton, Canada. It was the last day of a
six-week precollege program, with students in
attendance from all over the world. The audi-
torium filled quickly, and the excitement was
evident.

A three-piece combo—piano, guitar, and
drums—set up in front of the large audience
and the IEP director, Colleen Meagher-Alkan,
passed out the song booklets. “Stand by Me,”
“And Then He Kissed Me” (yes, the Crystals!),
“Up on the Roof”"—the sixties were well repre-
sented; they sang “We Are the World,” and there
were Canadian folk songs, too. I would have
added “The Tennessee Waltz,” with its seven
types of past-tense verb phrases, but the booklet
was already 25 pages long. It was rollicking fun,
with 100 percent participation.

So, what’s your passion? It’s an art to pulsate
with passion, in the classroom or in daily life.
Share what makes you tick, and share it with us
in Long Beach ... April 7-10.

Lynne T. Diaz-Rico

Notice of Special Election

Margaret Teske has been approved by
the Board of Directors to complete
the term of president-elect, 2010-2011, va-
cated by Scott Forrest. She will assume the
position of CATESOL president on April
10, 2011. Her assumption of the presidency
means CATESOL must fill the position of
president-elect, 2011-2012. This is a three-
year commitment to serve on the Board
of Directors. If elected, the candidate will
serve as president, 2012-2013 and past
president, 2013-2014. Qualifications are a
documented history of leadership in CATE-
SOL, including prior service on the Board
of Directors. The nominations were closed
on February 15, 2011, but members still
have a chance to vote in a special election
(via Internet—Survey Monkey) being held
March 1-15, 2011. Please note the dates are
extended from those announced earlier. We
hope this notice reaches you in time. A call
for applications for the position was sent
by email on February 1, 2011, to members
who accept CATESOL email. If you’d like
to be added to the list of those who receive
such notices by email, write General Man-
ager Don Sillings at catesol@catesol.org.




FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Missing a Receipt From CATESOL
or the CATESOL Education Foundation?

ecause of a problem at our mailbox store, CATE-

SOL and the CATESOL Education Foundation
have recently had to make a change of mailing address.
You’ll find the new address on the back of this issue of
the CATESOL News and of course on the banner of the
CATESOL website.

Unfortunately, it may be that items you mailed
in December and early January never got to the cen-
tral office and so far there is no evidence that items
have been returned to sender. How would you know
if your mail is among the missing? Well, all Member-
ship Application/Renewal Forms
and all donations received to date
have been acknowledged and
processed and receipts have been
sent. Therefore, if you haven’t
received a receipt for your De-
cember or January membership
renewal or donation, please send
me details of the missing item in
an email to catesol@catesol.org
and I will confirm whether or not
it was received. I may have to ask you to redo your
membership form and we truly would appreciate your
remaking a donation (even though you won’t be able to
get a receipt for a 2010 charitable contribution). Your
assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated in my
quest to determine where the mail has gone and per-
haps report the problem to the postal authorities.

Membership Renewals

Is it time to renew your CATESOL membership?
Simply check the date above your name on the back
of the CATESOL News. It’s okay to renew early; the
12 or 24 months that you pay for will be added to the
end of your current membership. You can renew on-
line at http://catesol.org/members new.html or you
can use the form at the back of the CATESOL News.
Students need to send a recent printout of their current
class schedule showing enrollment in six or more units.
Aides should send a letter from their administrator.
These proofs of status can be scanned and emailed to
catesol@catesol.org, faxed to (888) 832-0501, or sent
by mail to the address on the back of the CATESOL
News.

All membership applications and renewals are
processed upon receipt in the CATESOL office, and
all members receive a receipt and membership card
upon joining or renewing. You can choose to receive
these in pdf format via email or hard copy through the
U.S. Postal Service. There may be a delay in applica-
tions and renewals that are processed in conjunction
with a conference or workshop registration, these be-
ing handled through a contracted agency. If you have
not received an acknowledgment email requesting
additional information or a letter/receipt/membership
card combination within four weeks of your payment,
please contact me at catesol@catesol.org so the delay
can be investigated and your membership processed.

Don Sillings

REGIONAL CONFERENCES

Northern Regional Conference Co-Chairs Courtney Pahl (left) and Jennifer Grode (right)
were thrilled to welcome keynote speaker Diane Larsen-Freeman, PhD, to Monterey.

Northern Regional Goes Green,
Highlights Dynamism of Field

By Jennifer Grode and Courtney Pahl
Northern Regional Conference Co-Chairs

he Northern Regional Conference, held November 13, 2010, at the Monterey Institute

of International Studies, drew almost 400 participants interested in engaging in an
exciting day of professional development. The conference theme, Changing Tides: Trans-
formative Teaching and Learning, drove every step of the planning process, as it spoke
not only to the idyllic seaside location of the conference, but also to the changes we are
all facing as members of an evolving professional community.

The keynote speaker, Dr. Diane Larsen-Freeman of the University of Michigan,
wove the theme into her discussion of language as a dynamic system—a topic she has
been researching and promoting in recent years. Her presentation, “Transforming Teach-
ing and Learning: The Dynamic Quality of Language,” was a well-received blend of
humor, anecdote, and serious linguistic theory.

Other featured speakers also incorporated the theme into their presentations. Dr. De-
nise Murray of Macquarie and San José State Universities discussed a networked model
of education in her presentation of “Changing Tides: Metaphors for Teaching,” and Dr.
Maricel Santos of San Francisco State University linked ESL education to healthcare re-
form in “Eddies of Hope: How ESL Teachers Are Changing the Tide in Health Literacy.”
A featured panel of speakers, including Adalyat Akbarova, Yulia Nikolskaya, Hwabok
Oh, and Patricia Szasz, and moderated by Dr. Kathleen Bailey (all of the Monterey Insti-
tute of International Studies), examined another hot topic in their “Getting Past Percep-
tions: Transformative Teaching by Nonnative-Speaking English Teachers.”

These featured speakers were joined by approximately 60 other presenters through-
out a busy day that was capped with a networking session in the form of a wine and cheese
reception. In keeping in line with the idea of transformation, this reception, in addition to
all of the other conference proceedings, was designed to be “green.” The green initiative
was sparked by the idea to provide attendees with reusable CATESOL Northern Regional
Conference mugs as the conference take-away gift, instead of the traditional bags. Every-
one was encouraged to use these mugs throughout the day to reduce the amount of paper
and plastic waste. To ensure no one was left with too much to carry, however, a “take-
a-bag, leave-a-bag” table, at which conference participants could recycle old conference
bags, was instituted. Further efforts to be environmentally friendly included developing
a ride-share page on Facebook, having recycling bins placed next to every trash can, col-
lecting plastic name badges at the end of the day for reuse, and encouraging presenters to
upload e-copies of their handouts to the conference blog (http://catesolnorth.wordpress.
com) rather than making a surplus of paper copies. These efforts to be green were lauded
by conference participants, and we hope they will inspire similar efforts for future confer-
ences.

Overall, the conference was quite successful; the weather was beautiful, the present-
ers were engaging, and the participants were eager to learn and network, which made it
an energizing experience for everyone involved.
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TRANSITIONS

Gail Ellen Weinstein
1955-2010

Continued from page 1

were housed, killing thousands of its residents. Gail elected to stay in the
area to help with reconstruction, writing to her mother, “I can only heal
myself by helping others.” This belief remained Gail’s lodestar for her
whole life.

After earning her PhD in Educational Linguistics in 1986 from the
University of Pennsylvania, Gail married fellow linguistics student Ziq-
iang 2 Shr, and their daughter Hannah Rebecca was born in 1990. In 1995
she and her family relocated to San
Francisco, where she began work as
an associate professor at San Fran-
cisco State University.

Gail’s work in literacy blos-
somed at SFSU, and, as a professor
in the MA TESOL program at SF
§ State, she taught courses on immi-
grant literacies, community-based
curriculum development, sociolin-
guistics, and teaching listening/speaking and reading/writing skills. In
1990, she published a textbook, Stories to Tell Our Children, for adult
immigrants in cooperation with regional adult ESL education chairs
throughout the country. Stories laid the groundwork for a teacher-training
module focused on the integration of learner-centered practice into ESL
instruction. The technique, the epitome of community engagement, be-
came the basis of a collaborative initiative led by Gail with adult schools,
community-based organizations, and community college programs in the
US and Canada and resulted in a textbook series, Collaborations. The
material and the process became the basis for training teachers in a curric-
ulum-development process now known as Learners’ Lives as Curriculum.
Her other scholarly publications include guest-edited volumes of TESOL
Quarterly and TESOL Journal, Learners’Lives as Curriculum, and Immi-
grant Learners and Their Families: Literacy to Connect the Generations.

Soon after she arrived at SF State, the Lila Wallace Readers’ Digest
Fund provided Gail a grant to establish the Bay Area Immigrant Literacy
Initiative. These funds enabled her to work with six community-based
organizations in the Bay Area, including Self-Help for the Elderly, the
International Institute of Oakland, Career Resources Development Center,
the English Action Center, Northern California Coalition for Immigrant
Rights (Caring Hands), and the Alameda County Public Library, to de-
velop learner-centered English as a Second Language (ESL) curricula.

During her time at SF State, Gail raised more than $1 million in sup-
port of her work on behalf of immigrant and refugee communities and
the educational programs that serve them. In 1998, the Corporation for
National and Community Service (CNCS) granted $80,000 to SF State
in collaboration with City College of San Francisco, in partnership with
Temple University, Philadelphia, to establish Project SHINE in the Bay
Area.

Even after news of her cancer diagnosis in 2005, Gail continued to
work on the national and international stage. In 2006-2007, the Pennsyl-
vania Bureau of Education provided $35,000 to formalize procedures for
training teachers and teacher trainers in using her model for Learners’
Lives as Curriculum. In collaboration with community partners, she guest
edited a special issue of TESOL Journal, to be published in 2011, on the
power of stories and community building for language learning. In 2008,

Gail Weinstein Memorial CIRCLE Grant

Dr. Gail Weinstein—educator, linguist, mentor, world traveler,
peacemaker, mother—died peacefully at home in December
2010. Gail had been a professor in the English Department at SESU
since 1992. Her field was the training of ESOL teachers, and her pas-
sion the building of communities of learners around the world. She
had recently launched CIRCLE (the Center for Immigrant and Refu-
gee Community Literacy Education), whose mission is to strengthen
immigrant families and communities.

We would like to honor Gail by developing a grant through
the CATESOL Education Foundation in honor of CIRCLE. CIRCLE
aims to strengthen immigrant families and community, to support
practitioners who serve them, and to engage students deeply in the
fabric of their community with experiences that build their profes-
sional and leadership skills in personally transforming ways.

We are actively soliciting donations to fund this in honor of
Gail. Checks should be made payable to CATESOL Education
Foundation and sent to:

CATESOL Education Foundation
Attn: Gail Weinstein Fund
18627 Brookhurst St. #338
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

TESOL, the most widely recognized professional organization in ESL
education, bestowed on Gail the James E. Alatis Award for Service to TE-
SOL. Gail provided more than 30 years of service to TESOL, via several
leadership positions, including affiliate president, interest section chair,
and member of the Board of Directors.

Also in 2008, Gail collaborated with colleagues to found CIRCLE,
the Center for Immigrant and Refugee Community Literacy Education
at SF State, whose mission is to strengthen immigrant families and com-
munities, to support practitioners who serve them, and to engage students
deeply in the fabric of their communities with experiences that build their
professional and leadership skills in personally transforming ways. Her
vision helped establish a cross-disciplinary graduate-level Certificate
in Immigrant Literacies that forges collaborations between TESOL and
many departments on campus, including Health Education, Nursing, and
Ethnic Studies.

Internationally, Gail gave workshops in Japan, China, Turkey, Israel,
the West Bank, and Russia.

In 2010, Gail was awarded SFSU’s Distinguished Faculty Award for
Excellence in Service, for her “extraordinary, meaningful and lasting con-
tributions,” and the same year she also received the Bay Area Jefferson
Awards for Public Service.

CATESOL is honoring Gail’s contributions to our organization and
the field of TESOL by developing a grant through the CATESOL Educa-
tion Foundation in honor of CIRCLE. See the story above, Gail Weinstein
Memorial CIRCLE Grant, for details on making a contribution.

Cathy Scott of Asheville, NC, a visual artist, has been a friend of Gail's
since college (1976), Maricel G. Santos is an assistant professor of Eng-
lish (TESOL) at San Francisco State University, and Jerry Eisman is
director of the Institute of Civic and Community Engagement at SFSU.
Lynne Nicodemus is vice principal at Pittsburg Adult Education Center:
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AWARDS

Announcing 8th Annual
David E. Eskey

Memorial Award

for Curriculum Innovation

Purpose: To honor Professor Eskey’s
memory by recognizing accomplishments
related to his professional endeavors in
literacy, teacher preparation, research,
and evidence-based innovations in class-
room practice (ESL/EFL language and lit-
eracy development—Community College,
Adult, and Higher Education). Submis-
sions are encouraged in a variety of for-
mats, including recently published books
or book proposals, articles, curriculum
guides, and course design models.

Sponsor: CATESOL
Eligibility: CATESOL member

Criteria for selection:

1. Strength and clarity of the project’s
purpose, organization, and expres-
sion

2. Relevance and depth of Dr. Eskey’s
influence on the project

Submission Procedure: Prepare an MS
Word or Adobe Acrobat document that in-
cludes the three pieces of information be-
low. Use the headings below, but eliminate
any references to the author in the project
itself.

1. Cover sheet: A cover sheet with your
name, address, affiliation, telephone
and fax numbers, e-mail address,
CATESOL membership number, and
the title of the work.

2. Rationale/theoretical basis: The ra-
tionale or theoretical basis for the
project, the target population and
language level, and the outcomes of
the project, including an explanation
of the relevance and depth of Dr. Es-
key’s influence on the project (up to
2,000 words)

3. Materials
a. an entire article
b. an unpublished curriculum project

(25 pages max.)
c. a published book (25 pages max.)
d. a book proposal

Contact: Linda Jensen, Writing Programs,
UCLA, Chair of David E. Eskey Award,

Jjensen@humnet.ucla.edu

Deadline: March 10, 2011

ELEMENTARY LEVEL

State’s New Leadership Brings Major Changes

By Elsa Billings
CATESOL Elementary Level Chair

“The act of teaching ESL ... is a highly politicized
activity.” (Kaplan in Hall & Eggington, 2001, p.
vii)

Happy New Year! With a new year come new
resolutions and changes. One major change
we are in the midst of in California is a change
in our state leadership. On January 7, 2011, Jerry
Brown was sworn in as our “new” governor.
The past eight years of education for our Eng-
lish learners (ELs) have been marked by test-
ing in English (students’ nonnative language),
decreased access to the arts and physical edu-
cation, testing, fewer schools providing instruc-
tion in social studies and science, testing, few
professional development opportunities in how
to best serve our increasing EL student popula-
tion, and more testing. This educational scenario
has resulted in increased pressure on teachers to
get through curriculum and raise test scores and
incredible stress for our ELs and for those of us
who teach them. It has also led to a whole gen-
eration of students with a very narrow education.

With the change in leadership at the state
level, many of us are hopeful while we wonder

what changes are in store for the K-12 educa-
tional landscape, particularly for our EL stu-
dents. Some of the changes we can see thus far
include:

* A new education budget in which the gov-
ernor indicates he intends to keep K-12
schools funded at the same dollar level;

¢  Eliminating the Secretary of Education
post; and

*  Appointing seven new members to our
State Board of Education.

An additional change under way will have a
major impact on all of us as K-12 educators. On
August 2, 2010, California joined 33 other states
when State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Jack O’Connell announced that the California
State Board of Education (SBE) adopted the
Common Core State Standards (CCSS). A time
line for implementation and development of cur-
riculum, frameworks, and tests that are aligned
to the new CCSS is under review, depending on
the legislature and state funding decisions. The
SBE acknowledges that the CCSS standards do
not meet the needs of ELs; however, it plans to
review and align the English Language Develop-

Continued on page 16

NEVADA

Nevada Education Braces for Big Cuts, Tough Choices

By Linda Gannon
CATESOL Nevada Representative

evada has a new governor, Republican Brian

Sandoval, who ran on a strict “No New Tax-
es” platform. This will create a major challenge
for the Nevada Legislature when it convenes in
February for its biannual session because our
state faces major budget shortfalls. In Nevada,
public education funding is divided into two cat-
egories: K-12 funding, which is ultimately con-
trolled by individual school boards, and higher
education funding, which is controlled by the
Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE)
Board of Regents, which governs all seven post-
secondary institutions in our state.

In his proposed budget presented in January,
Gov. Sandoval called for cutting state money to
both levels of education to facilitate a 5 percent
salary cut for education employees and a per-
pupil spending cut of $270 per student. These
cuts will be exacerbated by the loss of one-time
federal stimulus funds that boosted both K-12
and higher education and by Nevada’s failure to
secure Race to the Top funding. The governor
also called for an end to teacher tenure and for
the use of vouchers to allow students to attend

private schools as part of his “education reform.”
Higher education is looking at an overall cut of
approximately 20 percent, which Sandoval says
is reasonable because the Board of Regents has
the ability to raise students’ tuition and fees.

Now it will be up to the legislature to re-
spond to these drastic measures during its 120-
day session, which began on February 7. The
Democratic leaders’ response to the budget is
a commitment to attempt to maintain education
funding at its current levels, but this will be an
uphill battle without a willingness to expand the
tax base or find another way to generate state
revenue. Nevada has no personal state income
taxes and very low business taxes, particularly
on the mining and gaming industries.

Because Nevada has a high percentage of
second language students at both levels, any de-
cisions regarding funding and access will have a
profound effect on our English language learner
population. Regardless of how the budget woes
are addressed this biennium, it is clear that our
great state needs to explore a more consistent
way to financially support our K-16 education
system in the future.

It is truly a precarious time to be a student
or educator in the state of Nevada.
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Dedicated Teacher’s Experience
in Zambia Fosters Appreciation
of CATESOL Conference at Home

By Tiffany Ingle

have always wanted to be a teacher, even from my earliest memories.

My first student was my baby brother, and my first classroom was our
basement playroom. My undergraduate degree is in Education, my sum-
mer jobs were at education camps, my graduate degree was in TESOL, and
I’ve really never done anything else. I teach in my work time, I tutor in my
play time, I lead book clubs, and I work with people about how to improve
communication with students and trainees. I make handouts because I like
making handouts. I try to get groups of teachers together for coffee to
problem solve. I am steeped in education and teacherliness almost all of
the time. Even though I love teaching and couldn’t imagine myself doing
anything else, I am guilty of complaining, especially with budget cuts, lost
classes, and fewer resources. In times such as these, I need to be reminded
of why I’'m doing what I do.

The Annual CATESOL Conference is coming up in Long Beach. I
have always looked forward to conferences because they tickle the cre-
ative side of my brain. All of that input from other teachers in one weekend
acts to supercharge my classroom and my energy for teaching. I look to the
conference as a time of really getting to rethink how I'm doing things in
my classroom through the creativity of others. It excites me that this year’s
theme is The Art and Passion of Language Teaching because that describes
what I hope I’'m bringing to my classroom. Art, not just another canned
lesson; and passion, not just reading from a book. However, even though
I enjoy these conferences, I think I take them for granted. Think about it.

Continued on page 16

Promoting Conference Participation
Among Graduate TESOL Students

By Ken Kelch

hile TESOL graduate schools do a great job of training new teach-

ers—or helping teachers to become better at their craft—one as-
pect of the curriculum that may get neglected is professional develop-
ment. Continued growth as a TESOL professional not only sharpens
our classroom skills, but it also broadens our view of language teaching
beyond the boundaries of our individual selves, both of which can en-
hance our job satisfaction. For TESOL students, however, engaging in
professional development is not always easy. The academic demands of
graduate programs might discourage them from taking the time to grow
as practitioners. TESOL graduate students sometimes face the added
hurdle of simply not being acculturated into the avenues that exist for
their professional development.

At Alliant International University, the master’s and doctoral pro-
grams curricula incorporate ways to help assist our students engage in
professional development. For instance, our students are encouraged
to join professional organizations such as TESOL and CATESOL, to
attend conferences, and to give presentations at the regional and state
conferences. In their courses, students read about and discuss confer-
ences as a form of professional development, review past conference
presentation abstracts, and discuss how conference topics reinforce the
issues that the students encounter in their course work. Alliant students
also have the opportunity to conduct action research projects, to write
conference abstracts, to create poster presentations, and to present at

“miniconferences.” .
Continued on page 17

SIGN UP NOW!

CATESOL 2011 Pre-Conference Institutes
Thursday, April 7, 2011
Hyatt Regency Long Beach

These exciting intensive workshops (3 hours long!) appeal to a wide range of interests and
tastes, featuring seasoned presenters who are experts in their fields. Come get to know the
presenters, learn their tricks of the teaching trade, and come away with great classroom ideas!
Refreshments included. Register NOW at www.catesol2011.org or by filling out the form in
the preregistration booklet!

John Hedgcock on Reading Skills Development
Suzanne Medina on Teaching English Through Music
Mark Roberge on Generation 1.5 Immigrant Students
Sally Fox on Comprehension-Based Approaches to Language Acquisition
Donna Brinton, Janet Goodwin, and Linda Grant on Teaching Pronunciation
Ellen Lange on Grammar Teaching
Lynn Savage on Interactive Student-Centered Lessons
Kevin Keating on Communicative Activities

Brought to you by Stefan Frazier (stefan.frazier@sjsu.edu) and Betsy Gilliland (betsyagilliland @gmail.com)
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Don’t Miss Community College Level Events

By Barbara Luther
Community College Level Chair

he Community College Level is sponsoring three events on Satur-
day, April 9, at the 2011 CATESOL Annual Conference.

Featured Topic: CBI at the Community College Level:
Is It Feasible?

9-10:30 a.m.: Donna Brinton, senior lecturer at the University of
Southern California’s Rossier School of Education and a pioneer in
explicating content-based instruction, will lead a panel of community
college practitioners in first defining CBI and then exploring practical
issues related to the implementation of the various models of CBI.

Lunchtime Rap Session

12:15-1:15 p.m.: Join community college colleagues over lunch
in an informal discussion of current issues. Find out what’s happen-
ing at schools throughout California and Nevada and share your own
insights.

Workshop: Deciding About Automated Essay Scoring:
Whether, Which, and Why or Why Not

1:1:30 p.m.: Nathan Carr, associate professor and coordinator
of the TESOL program at California State University, Fullerton will
share his expertise on automated essay scoring, discussing advan-
tages and disadvantages of automated versus human scoring and the
pros and cons of available automated essay scoring programs to bet-
ter equip schools to make informed decisions.

Barbara Luther is adjunct faculty at Fullerton, Irvine Valley, and
Saddleback Colleges and Santa Ana College School of Continuing
Education.

TELL IG to Offer Batch of Mini Presentations

By Branka Marceta
TELL-IB Coordinator

he Technology Enhanced Language Learning Interest Group is spon-

soring a strand of presentations called Technology Mini Presentations
during the 42nd Annual Conference. The format is new this year—the
minipresentations are a
chance to hear from a
number of your colleagues
demonstrating  their fa-
vorite Internet resource,
distance/blended teaching
strategy, learning manage-
ment system, or an instruc-
tional software program.
Each presenter has 12 min-
utes, so you’ll get a lot of
information in a short time.
Here is a tentative list of
presentations:

=S

*  AlLittle Tech Know-How Goes a Long Way

*  Creating Interactive Tutorials With Keynote or PowerPoint

*  Facebook: It’s Not All Evil. Use the Group Feature!

*  Getting Started With Moodle Course-Management Software

*  Share Student Work Online

*  Teaching With Twitter

*  Text-to-Speech Technology as an ESL Writing Tool

*  Using Social Media to Develop an Autonomous Learning
Environment

*  Webquest: An Interactive Online Unit on the DMV

*  Writing Your Way With Google Docs

*  Wordsift: Visualizing Text

Welcome

Continued from page 1

Language Learning.” On Saturday morning, Keith Folse presents “If You
Are a Teacher Today, You Can Thank Your Teachers.”

Our featured topics are described in detail in the preregistration book-
let, which is online at catesol2011.org. Titles include:

*  CBI at the Community College Level: Is It Feasible?
Six panelists discuss successes and challenges of implementing
content-based instruction (CBI).

e When Vocabulary and Grammar Meet, Real English Happens

*  Policy, Program and Practices for Long Term English Learners
Recommendations for designing effective systems, programs, and
services

*  Principles and Practices Guide Spelling Instruction

*  Eradicating Learner Lethargy: Structuring Active and Accountable
Contexts for Cognitive and Linguistic Achievement
Kate Kinsella will use compelling classroom footage and hands-on
demonstration.

*  Transitioning Adult ESL Students to Academic and Career/
Technical Programs
The panel will discuss issues and share successful programmatic
approaches and instructional strategies.

On Sunday the concluding free workshops feature:
*  Jayme Adelson-Goldstein—Teacher Spa: Reviving Our Teaching
Spirit Through Reflection, Connection, and Active Learning

»  Kate Kinsella—Tools to Bolster High-Leverage Word Knowledge
With English Learners in Grades 4-12

»  Randi Reppen—Using Corpora to Inform Teaching and Materials
Development

e Cheryl Boyd Zimmerman—Keeping the Drive Alive: Motivation
and Word Learning

In additional to all of these exciting offerings, the Graduate Student
events, organized by Christina Lorimer, include the Graduate Student
Mixer, a Graduate Student RAP Session, and the Graduate Student Fo-
rum. The RAP session will include peer discussions of topics varying from
strategies to address challenges that face those enrolled in higher educa-
tion institutions in California and Nevada to positive and productive next
steps to take after graduation toward a successful career. The Graduate
Student Forum features the latest research and pedagogy-based presen-
tations from universities across California. Nine MA and PhD students
now enrolled in TESOL-related fields share their ideas and work with the
CATESOL community in three panels: Student and Teacher Language