[image: image1.jpg]



April 29, 2009

The Honorable Darrell Steinberg

Chair, Senate Rules Committee

State Capitol, Room 205

Sacramento, CA.  95814

RE:  Opposition of the Appointment of Raeneene Belisle to the State Board of Education

Dear Senator Steinberg,  

We are extremely disappointed that Governor Schwarzenegger appointed Raneene Belisle to the State Board of Education.  Ms. Belisle has worked as Chief Counsel and Executive Director to the State Board of Education over a period of 7 years from 1997 to 2004.  CAFABE had direct experience with her in both of these capacities and has very grave concerns about the advice and direction she offered to the Board on many different issues during her tenure in both of these positions. 

Her track record on the schooling of English learners was to consistently support a “one size fits all” approach. This impacted textbook adoptions, statewide testing policies, and professional development for teachers and administrators. As a result, English learners were denied access to the most appropriate and effective instruction and curriculum.

In addition to Ms. Belisle’s narrow interpretation of the law and view of education affecting English learners, she consistently supported the promulgation of Title V Administrative Regulations that undermined the rights of parents to choose the best education for their children and to restrict the rights they have at the local level.  Title V Regulations on the “waiver provision” of Prop 227 were issued. Her legal advice led to litigation and policy reversal by legislation pertaining to Reading First regulations prohibiting bilingual classrooms or schools with one or more bilingual classrooms from eligibility for receiving Reading First funds. 

We believe that the State Board of Education is a body that should reflect the diverse perspectives present in K-12 public education. We are concerned that with Ms. Belisle’s and Mr. Lopez’ appointment the majority of the SBE members will be employees or advocates for charter schools. We are not opposed to charter schools. To allow for proportional representation from the whole educational community, we are requesting that Board vacancies be filled by public school employees, parents or advocates.  Ms. Belisle not Mr. Lopez meet this profile. 

CAFABE and our members understand that a good working relationship with members and staff of the State Board of Education is critical and necessary to help shape the best policies and practices for improving schools and ensuring academic success for all students, English learners in particular.  It is clear that agreement with the members on all issues is not possible but lines of communication must be open and the work of the Board must be accessible and transparent to the public.  

It is for these reasons that CAFABE is opposing Ms. Belisle’s nomination and respectfully requests that she not be confirmed to serve as a member of the California State Board of Education.
Sincerely,

Annie Duong, President

Cc:  Senators Jenny Oropeza and Gilbert Cedillo 
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