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On behalf of adult education Community-based English (CBET) programs in the San Francisco Bay Area, the CBET Consortium of the Bay Area urges the continuance of funding for the CBET program.

CBET programs support an underserved adult student population in California.  These adult students are parents, family members and neighbors of thousands of K-12 children throughout California.  These adult students have pledged to learn fundamental skills expressly for the purpose of tutoring their children and other children in their communities helping to ensure academic success and close the achievement gap for thousands of California’s K-12 children.       

Specifically, California CBET programs:

· Collaborate with schools to close the achievement gap of under-served language-minority and immigrant K-12 pupils.  CBET programs provide the instruction necessary for parents to be English-literate, knowledgeable about the K-12 school system, and proficient in tutoring skills.

· Increase parent involvement in K-12 education by teaching the language and cultural skills necessary to interact with the school communities of their children.

· Provide cost-effective English-language based programs as a pathway for parents to improve their employability.

· Provide school districts with a pool of trained parent volunteers to support the efforts of professional staff and community in schools, especially those serving at-risk families.   Many CBET adult students volunteer in classrooms, libraries, after school programs, and on school playgrounds. CBET students also become active volunteers in school and community events.  
· Demonstrate program effectiveness through qualitative and quantitative data.

· Provide employment opportunities and experience for community members to work with young children.   

· Create lifelong adult learners who value the benefits of educational programs and services in their communities.  These adult learners in turn become active supporters of these programs and services in their communities.  
As our state legislators struggle to find a comprehensive, fiscally-responsible and equitable solution to solving the current financial crisis in the State of California, we ask that they very carefully weigh the benefits and value of CBET programs throughout the state, especially the role these adult education programs play in ensuring academic success for all of California’s K-12 children and in helping to close the achievement gap in California schools.  
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